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Oksana may be spelt Xenia.  

Onufrijchuk may be spelt Onuphriychuk, Onufrychuk.  
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Oksana's beginning  

On 25 July, 1943, Oksana Onufrijchuk was born to Eli 
Onufrijchuk and Halina Pavliuk. Oksana had 2 sisters, Halia and 
Marika. Displaced from their home province of Volyn, Ukraine, 
by World War II (along with a multitude of others), her parents 
were both forced to work on a farm in Germany until the end of 
the war (this usually meant forced-labour or slave-labour at that 
time), after which they were assigned to a displaced persons’ 
camp.  

Arrival of Oksana and family in Canada  

Eventually, in 1948, they made their way to Canada, where they 
settled in Winnipeg, Manitoba. In Winnipeg, Halina supported 
her husband Eli’s efforts to raise funds to publish books written 
by Metropolitan Ilarion (Ohienko). Christian hospitality 
predominated in Oksana’s mother’s life, and this characteristic 
was passed on to Oksana as well. She also handed on to Oksana 
the love of singing, which was already obviously her gift. Oksana 
was first of all a deeply faithful Orthodox Christian, and her love 
of our Lord permeated the whole of her life. She was a very good 
cook; she understood gardening and sewing. She enjoyed 
entertaining; people were always welcome and they felt 
comfortable in her home.  

Oksana's further education  

Oksana undertook formal voice-training with Kisilevska and 
Professor Riabovolov-Labinsky, while she studied Interior 
Design in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Manitoba. Later, 
she also studied Library Science. Following her vocal formation, 
Oksana was able to undertake many performances with the 
Ukrainian Opera Association, at Rainbow Stage, and at many 
service clubs. From the early performances, her singing was 
always a joy, "poignant, expressive and captivating".  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volhynia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forced_labour_under_German_rule_during_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forced_labour_under_German_rule_during_World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced_persons_camp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced_persons_camp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winnipeg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manitoba
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Metropolitan_Ilarion_(Ohienko)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Manitoba
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Orest's beginning  

Orest Olekshy was born on 11 April, 1939, in Calmar, Alberta, 
and he is one of the 3 sons of Stefan Olekshy and Eva (Evdokia) 
Fuhr. Eva Fuhr was a daughter of Theodore and Anna Fuhr of 
nearby Rabbit Hills. In his youth, Orest learned to live the 
Orthodox Faith from his maternal grandfather, Theodore Fuhr, a 
lay reader who loyally served the Church. This grandfather 
donated land for the building of the Russian Orthodox Church of 
the Ascension, and he worked to establish Saint Mary’s Russo-
Orthodox Church near Nisku, Alberta in 1902. In the same year, 
Bishop (later Saint and Patriarch) Tikhon (Belavin) visited the 
Fuhrs and the young parish. When he returned in 1904, he 
presented Theodore Fuhr with a gramota (certificate of 
blessing) for his dedicated service. Eva and Stefan Olekshy, 
Orest’s parents, lived and farmed in the Calmar area, and Stefan 
was a founder of the Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Calmar. This parish belonged to the recently-established 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada. Together, Eva and 
Stefan established a devout home. Reading and discussions were 
encouraged, the Bible was ever near at hand, and Slavic 
languages and tradition were learnt. Thus, in his early years, 
Orest’s mother and father would explain the significance of each 
feast-day service to which they were travelling, and it was in 
these early years that Orest began to feel the call to be a priest. 
Because the rural parishes did not have a resident priest to 
serve, they often travelled to churches in Edmonton. It was in 
the Calmar area that Orest received his primary and secondary 
education. After high school, Orest worked for a year in a bank, 
but the sense of the call did not leave him. Rather, it was 
reinforced by his active work in church youth work through the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Mission Department (CYMK).  

Orest's further education  

In 1959, Orest Olekshy enrolled at Saint Andrew’s College at the 
University of Manitoba, from which he graduated in 1963 with a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calmar,_Alberta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Theodore_and_Anna_Fuhr
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Nisku_AB_Holy_Ascension_Russo-Greek_Orthodox_Church_and_Cemetery_1989-1910
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Nisku_AB_Holy_Ascension_Russo-Greek_Orthodox_Church_and_Cemetery_1989-1910
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Nisku_AB_Nativity_of_the_Theotokos_Russo_Orthodox_Church_and_Cemetery_1898
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Nisku_AB_Nativity_of_the_Theotokos_Russo_Orthodox_Church_and_Cemetery_1898
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nisku
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Saint_Tikhon_(Belavin)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calmar,_Alberta
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Calmar_AB_Holy_Trinity_Ukrainian_Orthodox_Church_and_Cemetery_1927
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_Orthodox_Church_of_Canada
https://umanitoba.ca/colleges/st_andrews/
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Bachelor of Theology degree. He then supplemented his 
education with courses from the University of Winnipeg.  

During these years he met Oksana Onufrijchuk, who shared his 
deep spiritual concerns. They were married in the autumn of 
1965.  

Marriage; ordinations  

After the marriage, Orest was ordained to the Holy Diaconate 
and then to the Holy Priesthood in 1966 by Metropolitan Ilarion 
(Ohienko) in Holy Trinity Cathedral in Winnipeg.  

Pastoral service  

Father Orest then travelled across Canada on behalf of the Youth 
Mission Department of the Ukrainian Orthodox Consistory, in 
order to endorse the aims of the CYMK. His next assignment was 
to serve rural parishes east of Winnipeg, up to the Ontario 
border. At the same time, he served as an assistant priest at Holy 
Trinity Cathedral.  

Then Father Orest and his family were transferred to Alberta, 
where they lived in Willingdon, northeast of Edmonton. For 3 
years, they lived in the town, while Father Orest travelled to 
serve 9 rural parishes. Matushka-(“dear mother”) Oksana served 
faithfully and sacrificially together with her husband in every 
place that they were given responsibility. It was in Willingdon 
that their daughter Ilaria was born.  

Then they were transferred to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in 
1970. There, they served All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
for the next 5 years. This was a newly-established community, 
and it met at the Mohyla Institute Chapel at the University of 
Saskatchewan. It was from the time of this move in 1970 that 
Oksana began to work at the University of Saskatchewan’s Main 
Library and the Law Library, and eventually at the Library of the 

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Metropolitan_Ilarion_(Ohienko)
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Metropolitan_Ilarion_(Ohienko)
http://www.htuomc.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consistory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willingdon,_Alberta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saskatoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saskatchewan
http://www.uocc.ca/pdf/churches/sk-allsaints/Brief%20History%201955-2012&%20Historical%20Highlights%201969-2009.pdf
http://www.mohyla.ca/
http://www.usask.ca/
http://www.usask.ca/
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Catholic Board of Education. She did this in order both to 
support the work of her husband in his many years of work in 
mission-development, and to support the missions themselves. 
This work also enabled her to be yet more hospitable.  

There were many young people involved in this mission of All 
Saints, and many hours were spent with them in theological 
discussion and prayer. Their zeal and concern for spiritual 
things also were expressed in a desire to reach out to non-Slavic 
people with the gifts of the Orthodox Faith. Such an outreach 
would necessarily mean using the English language in services. 
At that time, this was not permitted in the Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox Church of Canada (as it was then called).  

Establishing a new mission; a different direction  

In 1975, therefore, yet another missionary work was 
undertaken by Father Orest and Oksana. This was the 
establishment of Holy Resurrection Church in Saskatoon. This 
establishment was first under the canonical Ukrainian Orthodox 
Diocese in the USA, under Metropolitan Andrey (Kuschak) of 
New York. This new mission was established in order to meet 
the needs of Orthodox Christians living in the area who desired 
an English-speaking parish which would enable them to grow in 
the faith, and to enjoy an active, Christ-centred and caring 
community. Father Orest and Oksana were the appropriate 
persons to foster such a community. So much was this the case 
that the parishioners felt as though they were a family. From the 
beginning, Father Orest and Oksana made a permanent 
commitment to the parish family ; and from the beginning, the 
commitment of the parish family was to embrace and minister 
to any and every person that the Lord brought to it. This 
produced a diverse community, which until now includes many 
who came from non-Orthodox backgrounds, as well as many 
from traditional Orthodox backgrounds (such as Ukrainian, 
Russian, Romanian, Egyptian, Ethiopian, Eritrean).  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_Orthodox_Church_of_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_Orthodox_Church_of_Canada
http://www.hrochurch.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_Orthodox_Church_of_the_USA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_Orthodox_Church_of_the_USA
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Metropolitan_Andrei_(Kuschak)
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Entering the OCA  

In 1986, the parish was transferred to the Archdiocese of 
Canada of The Orthodox Church in America. This was 
accomplished during a visit of Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor). 
In that same year, Father Orest was blessed to wear the gold 
Cross, and he was elevated to the dignity of archpriest. By the 
time this occurred, the parishioners had already been able to 
purchase a building on Avenue E, where the community 
flourished under the nurturing love of Father Orest and Oksana. 
Later, the growing community sold this building, and moved into 
another, larger building on Lorne Avenue. There, the community 
continued to grow and mature. During all these years, Oksana 
worked together with her husband, and supported the extended 
spiritual family in any way necessary. Her home was truly an 
open and healing home. “Who from the early years does not 
recall when a person in need was taken into the Olekshy home 
not for a night, not for a week, but for whatever time it took, 
even months if necessary, to live in a real home, and come forth 
a real person ? Indeed, she always had time to listen to those in 
need, to address and encourage the person, not the issue” 
("Canadian Orthodox Messenger", Summer 1997).  

During many of these years, Oksana suffered from steadily 
declining health, associated with renal failure. Eventually, she 
was required to undergo dialysis 3 times weekly. It was rightly 
said of her that she was “a woman of sincere, discrete love”, who 
gave of herself tirelessly. “She bore her many physical afflictions 
with humility to the end. She always had time for children, to 
listen to those in need or to sketch the beauty of a wildflower. In 
her last days, her gracious Christian warmth and humour were a 
remarkable blessing to many”. It was also rightly said of her : 
“Sometimes in life, we are blessed with the rare opportunity to 
meet those in whom we sense the grander and the greater - a 
beauty not yet spelled out in word, veiled, yet consistently there. 
It was so with Oksana” (Katya Szalaszniyi at the funeral of 
Oksana).  

http://www.archdiocese.ca/
http://www.archdiocese.ca/
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Orthodox_Church_in_America
http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Metropolitan_Theodosius_(Lazor)
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This progressive deterioration of Oksana’s health continued 
over many years, and Father Orest spent more and more time 
caring for her needs. At the same time, he tried hard to care for 
the parish family, which was in many ways an extension of his 
own family. This produced a great deal of stress, through which 
he nevertheless persevered with God’s help.  

Widowhood  

On Sunday, 2 March, 1997, Matushka Oksana reposed in Christ. 
Her family and parishioners emphatically stated that they “miss 
her so very much, yet always thank God for her life on this earth 
for 52 years and all the wonderful memories”.  

For Matushka Oksana Olekshy, a panikhida was served in the 
Temple of the Holy Resurrection on Friday, 7 March, and the 
Funeral Service was offered there on Saturday, 8 March, by 
Bishop Seraphim, 9 priests and 2 deacons. At this time, the 
bishop said : “The very real service of a priest's wife was clearly 
expressed in Matushka Oksana's life of gracious self-denial. 
Instead of a lucrative career, she chose to give herself to loving 
and serving the people, without making any distinctions 
amongst them, and by her loving care enabling them to feel like 
real persons. As in life, she has been gathered to the Lord in the 
fragrance of Christ's love. In remembering her, our hearts can 
only respond : ‘Glory to You, O Lord !’”  

After the services were completed, her body was then interred 
in the Orthodox section of the Woodlawn Cemetery (Grave 
50110 Lot 6B-L058-NH).  

Subdeacon James N Davis, a parishioner, contributed this 
comment :  

 There was a heavenly perfume that exuded from her remains 
while Victor Georges, my wife Karen and I (along  with only a few 
others) had experienced while sitting at her side praying in the 

http://orthodoxcanada.ca/Archbishop_Seraphim_(Storheim)
http://www.saskatoon.ca/DEPARTMENTS/Infrastructure%20Services/Parks/Woodlawn%20Cemetery/Documents/O.pdf
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church, and it happened  especially when children were present 
(not everyone was aware of this phenomenon).  At first, Father 
Orest had  a hard time accepting that this happened (some had 
shared with him this experience) until some spiritual  care-givers 
and nurses at the hospital called him after she had passed away 
and was buried, and said that  Oksana’s perfume was quite evident 
in the room and hallway where she spent her last days.  I have 
never experienced this from any other parishioner of our parish.  
Oksana was a very saintly person who knew how to bring out the 
best in anyone she met.  She would see their potential, and 
encourage them to fulfill their ministry in the Church with their 
gifts and talents.   

In his bereavement, Father Orest continued to serve as he 
always had. In his constant focus on Jesus Christ as our Lord and 
Saviour, Father Orest supported and encouraged many 
parishioners as they entered the ranks of the clergy. As a result, 
many deacons came to serve in the Church, of whom some were 
later ordained to the Holy Priesthood. At the present time, there 
are 6 priests, and were it not for the death of one, there would 
be 2 protodeacons also serving the Church in Canada and the 
USA who came from his parish family. There are also numerous 
subdeacons and readers who have grown up in this community. 
Many of them have gone forth to serve in other places. Father 
Orest was instrumental in establishing “Windows to the East,” 
an annual lecture series in Saskatoon that for many years 
brought together leaders of Eastern Rite and Roman Catholic 
churches, the OCA and the Ukrainian Orthodox churches. He also 
participated in local ministerial groups where he represented 
the Orthodox Faith in the neighbourhood of his parish, and in 
the city. Either through organization, attendance, or both, Father 
Orest was also a supporter of the local Saint Vladimir’s Institute 
in Saskatoon each year. This annual institute (in association with 
Saint Vladimir's Seminary in New York) furthered the Orthodox 
education of many persons. He served for many years on the 
Archdiocesan Council, and he likewise served as Dean of the 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan Deanery. In the autumn of 2003, he 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Vladimir's_Orthodox_Theological_Seminary
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was once more elected and assigned to be the Dean of 
Saskatchewan, and he again served on the Archdiocesan Council 
(he had previously served in this responsibility until 1996). The 
Holy Resurrection Sobor, under his leadership (for the second 
time in 14 years) hosted the triennial Assembly of the 
Archdiocese of Canada in July of 2004.  

Retirement  

Some years later, the Archpriest Orest Olekshy retired from 
active service. He eventually moved to be near his daughter and 
her husband in Melville, Saskatchewan. Together, they prepared 
to move to live in Yorkton. From Melville, he continued to serve 
rural Temples in that area, some of them regularly, and some 
according to need. Even after retirement, Father Orest Olekshy 
never ceased loving the parish and parishioners of Saskatoon. 
His continuing concern was, as he said, “the brokenness of 
people caused by sin. They must come to health through God the 
healer, so that the members of Christ’s Body, the Church, can 
relate to one another properly”. The winter issue of the 
“Canadian Orthodox Messenger” in 1991-1992 reported that 
“his vision of the future is based on the experience of the last 25 
years, a walk at times frightening and lonely, yet one that proves 
the faithfulness of God, who opened doors of blessing and 
stability”. This concern expressed long ago about the community 
he and his wife founded was perpetuated in his continued 
service in the Church throughout his life.  

In his retirement, another pastoral responsibility developed, and 
that was his service for many years in the parish of Saint Elijah 
near Lennard, Manitoba. There, he loved his parishioners, and 
he was much loved by them.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melville,_Saskatchewan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yorkton
http://www.stelijahpioneermuseum.ca/pioneerchurch.php
http://roadsidethoughts.com/mb/lennard-profile.htm
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Repose  

On 28 March, 2017, the Archpriest Orest Olekshy suddenly fell 
asleep in Christ in Melville, Saskatchewan. He suffered a heart-
attack at home, and he reposed soon after he had been taken to 
the hospital.  
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